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Application form for a permit under the 
Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 1981 
to dispose of dredged or excavated material at sea



Background
Purpose
As a party to the international 1996 Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (the London Protocol), Australia has obligations to protect the marine environment from human activities. The Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 1981 (Sea Dumping Act) was developed to fulfil Australia’s obligations under the London Protocol. The Australian Government’s objectives under the Sea Dumping Act are to protect and preserve the marine environment and take all practical steps to prevent pollution of the sea by the dumping of wastes and other matter.
[bookmark: _Hlk119405051]Section 10A of the Sea Dumping Act allows for the dumping of ‘controlled material’ if undertaken in accordance with a Sea Dumping permit. 'Controlled material’ means: 
1. wastes or other matter (within the meaning of the Protocol); and 
1. a vessel, aircraft or platform. 
In accordance with the Sea Dumping Act, and Article 1 and Annex 1 of the London Protocol, a permit is required for the dumping of dredged or inert, inorganic geological material (the proposed action). 
The details you provide in this application form for your proposed action will be assessed to determine whether the dumping is needed and whether the environmental impacts of the dumping are acceptable. Based on this assessment, the Minister for the Environment may grant or refuse a permit under section 19 of the Sea Dumping Act.
[bookmark: _Hlk102045400][bookmark: _Hlk102037092]Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk47360199]To guide you in completing your application, please read this form together with the National assessment guidelines for dredging 2009 (the NAGD). The NAGD details the procedures that should be used to sample, test, and assess the suitability of material to be disposed of at sea. The NAGD also details how disposal sites are to be evaluated and monitored.
Your application must clearly:
· demonstrate that you have considered alternatives to sea dumping
· describe the material to be disposed of at sea, including its origin, quantity, physical and chemical composition
· provide details of the disposal locality
· provide details of any potential environmental impacts at the loading and disposal site(s)
· describe how the material is loaded for the purpose of dumping
· describe how the material will be transported to the disposal site(s)
· describe how the material will be dumped at sea.
[bookmark: HIT_2][bookmark: ORIGHIT_2][bookmark: HIT_7][bookmark: ORIGHIT_7][bookmark: HIT_8][bookmark: ORIGHIT_8][bookmark: _Hlk102214400][bookmark: _Hlk96067377][bookmark: _Hlk102046091][bookmark: _Hlk96083761]Applications for long term permits (5 years and above) to dispose of maintenance dredge material at sea will require a Long-Term Monitoring and Management Plan. We provide guidance on the requirements of Long-Term Management Plans on our website.
If you require a specialist report to fulfil the requirements set out in the NAGD, you should attach the specialist report to your application. You should also include brief answers to the questions in this form and cross-reference the relevant sections of the report.
Lodgement of application
· [bookmark: _Hlk126158869][bookmark: _Hlk126674534]This application form must not be modified in any way. 
· All sections must be completed, otherwise your application will not be accepted.
· All attachments referenced in your application (and listed in section 11) must be dated/have version control and be provided with the application form.
For activities outside of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, you may lodge your application to the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the department) via one of the options below. 
Email
You can email your application and supporting documents to seadumping@dcceew.gov.au. If you are submitting your application by email, the email size limit is 10 MB. If your application and supporting documents are larger than the limit, you may wish to split your attached documents across multiple emails. 
SIGBOX
[bookmark: _Hlk126681440][bookmark: _Hlk126162360]Due to commonwealth cyber security policies, most filesharing sites are blocked by the department’s IT system. 
SIGBOX is the department’s preferred file sharing site for the secure upload, download and sharing of multiple and large files. When you are ready to submit your application, please contact us at seadumping@dcceew.gov.au to arrange the creation of your SIGBOX account. Please allow up to 5 business days for this process. 
Mail
Hard copies of applications can be sent to:
[bookmark: _Hlk113358736]Director
Sea Dumping Section
Environment Approvals Division
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
GPO Box 3090
Canberra ACT 2601
[bookmark: _Hlk46478964][bookmark: _Hlk96267497]Payment
[bookmark: _Hlk118470363]Under the Sea Dumping Act and the Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Regulations 1983, application fees must be forwarded before a permit can be issued. For an application for a permit to dispose of dredged or excavated material into any part of the sea, the fees are as follows: 
· if the volume of the material exceeds 100,000 cubic metres  $23,500
· if the volume of the material does not exceed 100,000 cubic metres  $10,000.
[bookmark: _Hlk46478883]The application fee must be received within 30 days of the application being forwarded, and assessment of the application will not start until fees are received. The minister may waive the requirement for payment of all or part of the fee if it is considered necessary or desirable.
When your application is received, you will receive a confirmation email containing a Sea Dumping Permit Application Number (an ‘SD’ number) and the amount of the fee payable. 
[bookmark: _Hlk113617625]To make a payment, the department’s preferred methods of payment are by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) or by credit card via the online services portal.
[bookmark: _Hlk96952956][bookmark: _Hlk113616948]EFT payments
BSB: 092 009
Bank account number: 115 859 
Account name: Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
Bank: Reserve Bank of Australia
Reference: Application description, applicant name and SD number
Credit card via online services
[bookmark: _Hlk46478923]Visit onlineservices.environment.gov.au to create an account. Use the SD number sent to you as the ‘reference number’ and pay the fee amount listed in the confirmation email.
Invoice
If you require an invoice to be issued, please send the request in an email to seadumping@dcceew.gov.au. The request should include the applicant’s name and contact details. 
[bookmark: _Hlk96966970]Cheques or money orders
The department can accept payment by cheque or money order. The cheque or money order should be made out to Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, and mailed to:
Director
Sea Dumping Section
Environment Approvals Division
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
GPO Box 3090
Canberra ACT 2601
Details of the relevant application should be enclosed with the cheque or money order, including an application description, applicant name and SD number.
Activities within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
If you are submitting a permit application for a sea dumping activity within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, please lodge your application with the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (the Reef Authority) via email to assessments@gbrmpa.gov.au.

The Reef Authority will send an invoice with payment instructions once the application is receipted. 
What happens next?
Your application will be considered once this form (and any other relevant documents comprising your application) and payment have been received by the department. You may be asked to provide additional information to enable a decision to be made. 
Further information
[bookmark: _Hlk116074790][bookmark: _Hlk115980445]If you require further information or assistance with the application form or process, contact the Sea Dumping Section at seadumping@dcceew.gov.au.
Form to be completed
[bookmark: _Hlk105681283][bookmark: _Hlk105678284][bookmark: _Hlk102651600][bookmark: _Hlk105516913]Please complete all sections of the form. Insert further rows as required. In some sections you may be required to attach additional material. Please list this in section 10.
[bookmark: _Hlk105749143]If you have any queries about how to complete the application, contact the Sea Dumping Section at seadumping@dcceew.gov.au.
1	Permit summary
[bookmark: _Hlk112849879]Please provide a summary of the permit application.
[bookmark: _Hlk104457595][bookmark: _Hlk103247208][bookmark: _Hlk112855019]1.1	Name of applicant (legal name of the business, organisation, or company):

1.2	Dates of proposed sea dumping:

1.3	Date the permit is requested by:

1.4	Length of permit applied for in this application:

1.5	Type of material requiring disposal
Please tick all relevant boxes:
 ☐  Capital			 ☐  Dredge
 ☐  Maintenance	 ☐  Excavation

1.6	Volume of material to be dumped (in cubic metres):

1.7	Outline the activity requiring the permit:

[bookmark: _Hlk112854971]1.8	General location of the proposed disposal site (state/territory and proximity to nearest township/city):






2	Applicant
[bookmark: _Hlk103008280][bookmark: _Hlk112870728]Please provide details of the applicant, owner of the material (if required), contact people and permit application history (if applicable).
[bookmark: _Hlk112761210][bookmark: _Hlk112870740]2.1 	Identity of applicant (intended permit holder)
[bookmark: _Hlk112870813][bookmark: _Hlk104457976]Legal name of the business, organisation, or company:

Registered business name or trading name under which you operate (if different from the 
legal name):

[bookmark: _Hlk112870852]Australian Business Number (ABN):

[bookmark: _Hlk104457764]Australian Company Number (ACN) (if applicable):

Street address:


Postal address (if different from the street address):


[bookmark: _Hlk112758651][bookmark: _Hlk112870930][bookmark: _Hlk112687429][bookmark: _Hlk112687596]Contact person for formal correspondence (e.g., permit decision outcomes):
[bookmark: _Hlk112758677]Name:
Position title:
Phone/mobile:
Email:

[bookmark: _Hlk112758847]Contact person for general correspondence (if different from above):
Name:
Position title:
Phone/mobile:
Email:



[bookmark: _Hlk112760167][bookmark: _Hlk112871101]2.2 	Permit application history (if applicable)
Please provide details of any other sea dumping permits the applicant has previously applied for: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk112760252]Sea Dumping reference number (if known)
	Permit name 
	Date granted / withdrawn / refused
	Length of permit
	[bookmark: _Hlk114138939]Type of material disposed
	Volume approved for disposal (cubic metres)

	
	
	
	
	
	


Insert further rows to the table as required. 	

[bookmark: _Hlk112688013][bookmark: _Hlk114138803]2.3 	Owner of the material to be disposed at sea (if different from the applicant).
[bookmark: _Hlk112871238]Legal name of the business, organisation, or company:

[bookmark: _Hlk112760902]Registered business name or trading name under which you operate (if different from the 
legal name):

Australian Business Number (ABN):

[bookmark: _Hlk115343659]Australian Company Number (ACN) (if applicable):

Street address:

[bookmark: _Hlk112760954]Postal address (if different from the street address):


[bookmark: _Hlk112760977]Contact person:
Name:
Position title:
Phone/mobile:
Email:


3	Dredged or Excavated Material 
[bookmark: _Hlk103091024]Please provide details of the material to be dumped, including the results of any relevant chemical testing and biological assessments.
[bookmark: _Hlk116067128]3.1	Location of material to be dredged or excavated:
Attach a site plan and a suitably scaled map showing the location of material to be dredged or excavated (e.g., the relevant sector from an AusMap), which includes: 
· a clear grid reference (WGS84 decimal degrees [e.g., -DD.DDDD°, DDD.DDDD°] coordinate system must be used)
· the boundaries of the site and its distance from land
· bathymetric contours (for dredged material applications only)
· the location where the material can be inspected (for excavated material application only)
· street address (where relevant).
[bookmark: _Hlk116072624]Please attach the files used to create the map (as a compressed ZIP folder containing the shapefile, or a KML file) to the application and list the attachments in section 10.

3.2	Details of previous permits, testing and monitoring:
If you have previously been granted a sea dumping permit and conducted testing and/or monitoring of the material that was involved, please list details in the table below.  
‘Testing’ means testing of sediment undertaken in the course of being granted a previous sea dumping permit. ‘Monitoring’ means any monitoring required as a condition of that permit.
	Permit number
	Testing conducted
	Monitoring conducted

	
	Yes/No
	Yes/No

	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk116916527]Insert further rows to the table as required. 	
Please attach any information on the testing and/or monitoring that was conducted (e.g., a sampling and analysis report) and list the attachments in section 10.

3.3	Physical description of material:
Describe the type of material (e.g., gravel, sand, mud, clay, peat, rock, or mixtures of these) and provide a summary of the geological features (such as rock types, sediments, thicknesses of individual strata) found in the dredge area.


3.4	Chemical description of material:
	Provide data on the average composition of the material to be dumped at sea (expressed as a percentage of dry weight). 
Please also answer the following sediment quality questions (see section 4.2 of the NAGD).
· Is the concentration of any chemical constituent above the screening levels in Table 2 of the NAGD?
 ☐  Yes	 ☐  No
· If ‘Yes’, list the chemical constituents and their levels
· If ‘No’, go to question 3.6.
· Are any of the chemical constituents listed in the previous question (that is, those above screening levels) above their ambient baseline concentrations for sediments of comparable grainsize in the vicinity of the disposal site? (See Appendix A [page 38] of the NAGD).
 ☐  Yes	 ☐  No
· If ‘Yes', list the chemical constituents and their ambient baseline concentrations for sediments of comparable grainsize in the vicinity of the disposal site.

3.5	Chemical testing:
If you answered ‘Yes’ to questions in 3.4, further chemical testing may be required. Please provide details of the testing or exemption below.

3.5.1	Exemption:
Has an exemption from detailed material testing requirements been given? (See section 4.2.1 of the NAGD for grounds for exemption.)
☐   Yes	 ☐  No	
· If ‘Yes’, attach a copy of the exemption notice to this application, and list it in section 10. 




If any of the following questions in this section (section 3) are not applicable because you have an exemption, please tick ‘Exempt’.

3.5.2	Elutriate testing:
If you have conducted elutriate testing, please provide details. For further information on elutriate testing, see section 4.2.3 and Appendix A of the NAGD.
· Has elutriate testing been undertaken for all chemical constituents listed at question 3.4?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No   ☐  Exempt
· If ‘No’, go to question 3.5.3.
· If ‘Yes’, are all results below the marine water quality criteria for any chemical parameter after allowable dilution given in the Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality (ANZG, 2018)?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No    ☐ Exempt
· If ‘No’, you should consult the department about further actions that may be required. 
You can carry out further toxicity and bioavailability testing and evaluate control measures to minimise the impact of the material (e.g., treatment of the waste or confined disposal). However, the material may be considered unacceptable for sea dumping if control measures are unlikely to be effective.

3.5.3	Bioavailability testing:
If you have conducted bioavailability testing, please provide details.
· Has bioavailability testing been undertaken for all chemical constituents listed at question 3.4?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No   ☐  Exempt
· If ‘No’, go to question 3.6.
· If ‘Yes’, are all chemical constituents below relevant bioavailability criteria?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No    ☐  Exempt
· If ‘Yes’, go to question 3.6.



3.5.4	Sediment toxicity testing: 
If you have conducted sediment toxicity testing, please provide details. For further information on sediment toxicity testing, see section 4.2.4 of the NAGD.
· Are the sediments to be dredged highly toxic?
☐   Yes   ☐   No  ☐ Exempt
· Are the sediments to be dredged significantly toxic? 
☐   Yes   ☐  No  ☐  Exempt
If ‘Yes’ to either question, the material is likely to be unsuitable for unconfined sea disposal. You should consult the department to discuss further actions, including investigating control measures to minimise the impact of the material (e.g., treatment of the waste or confined disposal). However, the material may still be considered unacceptable for sea dumping if control measures are unlikely to be effective.
3.6	Biological assessment:
· Have any introduced marine organism surveys been undertaken at or near the dredging location?
☐   Yes	☐   No	☐   Exempt
· If ‘No’, go to section 4.

· If ‘Yes’, have any introduced marine organisms (including microorganisms) been identified at or near the dredging location?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No	 ☐  Exempt
· If ‘No’, go to section 4.
· If ‘Yes’, please provide details.

· Has the potential for these organisms to be transported in the dredged material been assessed? 
☐   Yes	 ☐  No	 ☐  Exempt
· If ‘Yes’, please provide details.

· Has the potential for these organisms to become established at the disposal site been assessed?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No	 ☐  Exempt
· If ‘Yes’, please provide details.

4	Waste management
Applications to release or dispose of waste material into the sea, must demonstrate that other options for waste management and disposal have been considered. This includes considering the potential impacts of the material on the environment and the potential hazard of contaminants, as well as the technical and economic feasibility for sea dumping. 
[bookmark: _Hlk103161309]Please provide details of your considerations, and why you have decided that sea dumping is the best option.
[bookmark: _Hlk115345446]4.1	List the alternative options to sea disposal you have considered. These should include (listed in order of increasing environmental impact):
· not dredging or excavating
· re-use (e.g., land creation, beach nourishment, offshore berms, fill)
· offsite recycling (e.g., as construction material)
· treatment to reduce or remove the hazardous constituents for beneficial use
· disposal on land.
The consideration of these alternative options should assess:
· potential impacts of the waste on the environment
· potential hazard of contaminants
· any risks to human health
· hazards (including accidents) associated with transport and disposal
· comparative cost estimates for each option
· worker safety
· the general obligation to apply a precautionary approach to sea dumping
· the objective of protecting the marine environment from all sources of pollution.
4.2	Waste prevention audit:
The waste prevention audit is a screening exercise to chart the potential impacts to the contamination status of the sediment. If potential impacts exist, applicants should develop a waste prevention strategy. 
· Provide a summary of your waste prevention audit, including:
· the types and amounts of waste, including total quantities of waste or material generated 
· the hazards and impacts of each type of waste generated, including cumulative impacts
· details of the production process and the sources of wastes within the process including:
· all inputs of raw materials
· all outputs (including by-products, emissions, and fugitive losses)
· the final composition (including additives and contaminants) 
· the feasibility of waste prevention techniques, including waste minimisation and control or prevention of contaminants. 
5	Disposal site
[bookmark: _Hlk103009528]Please provide details of the characteristics of the disposal site. This will enable the department to assess whether the site is suitable to receive the proposed material.
[bookmark: _Hlk103009575][bookmark: _Hlk115979229]5.1	Location of the disposal site:
[bookmark: _Hlk116071563][bookmark: _Hlk103009560][bookmark: _Hlk115273229]Attach a suitably scaled map of the proposed disposal site (e.g., the relevant sector from an AusMap), which includes: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk115292219][bookmark: _Hlk115346784]a clear grid reference (WGS84 decimal degrees [e.g., -DD.DDDD°, DDD.DDDD°] coordinate system must be used)
· bathymetric contours
· the boundaries of the site and its distance from land. 
[bookmark: _Hlk116077307][bookmark: _Hlk115979332]Please attach the files used to create the map (as a compressed ZIP folder containing the shapefile, or a KML file) to the application and list the attachments in section 10.


[bookmark: _Hlk115273334][bookmark: _Hlk115346421]5.2	Disposal site use history:
[bookmark: _Hlk103262666]Has approval previously been granted for disposal of dredged, excavated and/or other waste material at this site?
☐   Yes	 ☐  No
· If ‘Yes’, provide the sea dumping permit number(s) and provide an estimate of the remaining capacity at the disposal site (if the site is retentive).
· [bookmark: _Hlk105683944][bookmark: _Hlk103262762]If ‘No’, explain how this site differs from nearby disposal site(s) (if applicable) and clearly indicate the relationship between the site(s) on a map including the features described in 5.1.


5.3	Summarise the reasons for selecting the disposal site:



[bookmark: _Hlk103009641][bookmark: _Hlk103084937][bookmark: _Hlk115360768]5.4	Is the disposal site located within the boundaries of, or in the vicinity of, a Marine Protected Area?
‘Marine Protected Area’ refers to waters declared to be marine parks, aquatic reserves or any other type of zoning or planning by the Australian, state or territory governments. 
☐   Yes	 ☐  No
· If ‘Yes’, provide details.

5.5	Describe any sensitive areas in the vicinity of the proposed disposal site:
Sensitive areas include seabed communities within which algae (e.g., macroalgae, turf and benthic microalgae), seagrasses, mangroves, corals, or mixtures of these groups are prominent components. 



[bookmark: _Hlk103009659]5.6	Provide information on the physical and any other relevant characteristics of the disposal site, including:
· water depth at Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT)
· seabed topography
· sediment characteristics
· chemical characteristics of the water column
· biological characteristics of the site
· whether the site is expected to be dispersive or retentive
· other relevant information.



6	Method of disposal 
The process of disposal must be conducted safely to minimise any potential environmental impacts. Please describe the method of disposal and safety preparations.
6.1	Describe the period and frequency of sea disposal operations and the quantities of dredged and/or excavated material involved:
	Period of proposed sea disposal
	Number of runs1 
	Average quantity of dredged material to be disposed of per run (cubic metres)
	Quantity of excavated material to be disposed of per run (cubic metres)

	dd/mm/yyyy to dd/mm/yyyy
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


1. The total number of vessel movements from the loading point to the disposal site.

6.2	Describe the dredging procedure, or, for excavation, the loading procedure, including:
· the type of dredge or equipment to be used
· the date, time-period, or stages over which dredging, or excavation will take place.

[bookmark: _Hlk103085433]6.3	Describe the route from loading to the disposal site:


6.4	Provide details of how the material will be disposed of at sea, including:
· [bookmark: _Hlk103086259]the method that will be used to position the disposal vessel(s)
· the method of disposal 
· the rate and duration of disposal
· the person in charge of the disposal operation.

6.5	Provide details of the safety assurance methods to be used for the disposal process, including:
· engineering and safety standards 
· the person responsible for implementing such standards 
· contingency measures.



7	Impact of loading for disposal and disposal
[bookmark: _Hlk103009356]Sea dumping applications must include an assessment of the potential impacts of loading for disposal and disposal. The assessment should demonstrate that any impacts will be minimal with the implementation of best environmental practices. 
Please detail the expected impacts of disposal and attach the results of any studies or supporting material to this application (and list the attachments in section 10). See section 4.3 of the NAGD for further information on potential impacts of disposal and how these should be assessed.
[bookmark: _Hlk103264011]Provide details of a proposed management and monitoring program for the loading (i.e., dredging) and disposal site. This program should have clearly defined and stated objectives and should be designed to determine the actual extent of change.
7.1	Describe the projected physical, chemical, and biological impacts on the loading and disposal site and surrounding areas, including:
· [bookmark: _Hlk103589596][bookmark: _Hlk103589404]the predicted zone of influence (i.e., the total area of seabed that may be affected by the dredging and disposal) and zones of impact (i.e., the area of seabed that will be substantially impacted by the dredging and disposal) including a discussion on any physical impacts including, but not limited to, the:
· smothering of biota (using appropriate species thresholds)
· direct removal of biota
· change in substrate
· reduced light attenuation for benthic habitats present (seagrasses, corals, sponges, etc)
· the long-term movement of disposed dredged material
· water quality issues including turbidity levels and dispersal of disposed material through the water column at loading and disposal 
· changes in the concentration of nutrients, oxygen depletion, and any increased bioaccumulation of contaminants
· [bookmark: _Hlk103589035][bookmark: _Hlk115358792]biological and physical impacts on marine life, including possible translocation of introduced marine species (pest species), increased predation and loss of available habitats
· [bookmark: _Hlk103589535]other possible effects on the ecosystem and resource users of the area
· potential effects of the waste material and its constituents on human health
· the existence and cumulative impacts of other disposal activities at the site or other nearby disposal sites.







[bookmark: _Hlk116072856][bookmark: _Hlk116072146][bookmark: _Hlk118471714]7.2	Describe the impacts the proposed action may have on any Matter of National Environmental Significance:
[bookmark: _Hlk118471736](Note: Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) are explained further in section 8.)
· [bookmark: _Hlk116323138]Use the department’s Protected Matters Search Tool to generate a Protected Matters Report (PMR) on the project area identified in this application.
· [bookmark: _Hlk118471808]Provide an interpretation of the PMR including an assessment of the likely impact on every protected matter listed in the report (highlighting any likely significant impacts).
· Provide the co-ordinates used (in decimal degrees) to define the project area(s) and indicate the width of any buffers used in the PMR.
· Include the PMR as an attachment to the application (listing it in section 10).

[bookmark: _Hlk103009467]7.3	Describe any intended investigations or studies of the potential impacts on the environment from the proposed action:


[bookmark: _Hlk103009494][bookmark: _Hlk103589256]7.4	Describe the proposed monitoring program for the disposal site. The program should include measurements within and outside the predicted zones of impact, to determine:
· specific effect(s) on the seabed environment and the ecosystems 
· if the actual zones of impact are as predicted
· if the actual extent of change is within the scale predicted.



[bookmark: _Hlk116321129]8	EPBC Act self-assessment
[bookmark: _Hlk96330973]Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), the Australian Government must assess and approve any action that will have, or is likely to have, a significant impact on MNES, before it can go ahead. 
An activity or action will require separate assessment and approval under parts 7-9 of the EPBC Act if it is likely to have a significant impact on one or more of the following MNES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk118302603][bookmark: _Hlk98834499]World Heritage properties
· Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar)
· listed threatened species and ecological communities
· listed migratory species
· the environment of Commonwealth marine areas
· National Heritage places
· Commonwealth land or actions involving a Commonwealth agency
· the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
· the environment, from nuclear actions
· water resources, from coal seam gas development and large coal mining development.
[bookmark: _Hlk115972733]If the proposed action may significantly impact on an MNES, the applicant will need to refer the proposal for separate assessment and approval under the EPBC Act. Please use the Protected Matters Search Tool to help identify potential MNES impacted by the proposed action.
[bookmark: _Hlk113356392][bookmark: _Hlk113352367][bookmark: _Hlk113352408][bookmark: _Hlk105689683]Further information about referrals is available at https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/advice-for-complying-with-the-epbc-act/referral-applications-and-proposals. For a detailed discussion of assessment under the EPBC Act and how it interacts with the Sea Dumping Act, see section 2.1.3 of the National assessment guidelines for dredging (NAGD) 2009, If you are unsure whether you need to refer your proposal, please contact our Referrals Gateway team at EPBC.Referrals@environment.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Hlk119337565][bookmark: _Hlk119511762][bookmark: _Hlk115972868]It is important that the department is aware of any referrals the applicant has made under the EPBC Act because a decision on the application may not be possible until the EPBC referral has been assessed and decided. In some circumstances, Section 160 of the EPBC Act requires the minister or their delegate to seek advice under the EPBC Act before making a decision.
Please answer the following questions:
8.1	Has the proposed action been referred to the minister under the EPBC Act?
☐   Yes    ☐  No
8.2	Has a decision on this proposed action been reached?
 ☐  Yes    ☐  No
· [bookmark: _Hlk118219532]If ‘Yes’, please provide details of the EPBC Act decision, including the project reference number and date of decision.


9	Consultation
[bookmark: _Hlk115979972]As part of the process of planning for any disposal, applicants should consult with relevant advisory bodies and government authorities as well as local stakeholders who may be affected. These consultations should provide information to the relevant groups about the proposed disposal as well as inform the disposal planning process. Please summarise the consultations and attach the records of consultation to this application.
Please note: any activities that are within an Australian Marine Park or that could have indirect impacts on an Australian Marine Park will require consultation with the Director of National Parks. Please visit the Marine Parks website for detailed maps and further information. The Marine Parks Authorisations team can be contacted at MarineParksAuthorisations@dcceew.gov.au and will be able to advise whether consultation is required. Early engagement is encouraged to ensure adequate time for consultation and authorisation if required.
9.1	List and describe consultations that have been undertaken with advisory bodies and government authorities:
These may include the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, the Australian Hydrographic Office, the Director of National Parks, other relevant Australian Government departments and agencies, state or territory government entities, and local government.
	Consultation reference
	Date consulted
	Person or organisation consulted
	Summary and outcome of consultation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk116321037]Insert further rows to the table as required. 

[bookmark: _Hlk96336327]9.2	List and describe consultations that have been undertaken with stakeholder organisations or local interest groups:
These may include nearby commercial interest groups, fishing groups, and local First Nations people and community organisations.
	Consultation reference
	Date consulted
	Person or organisation consulted
	Summary and outcome of consultation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk114560534]Insert further rows to the table as required. 


10	Attachments
Please list all the attachments to your application. Note that pre-2010 file formats cannot be accessed by the department and therefore cannot be accepted as part of your application.
	Attachment number
	Name of document 
	Corresponding section(s) of the application it is relevant to
	Number of pages in the attachment
	Document type

	1
	
	
	
	e.g., PDF, JPEG 

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk115106129]Insert further rows to the table as required. 

[bookmark: _Hlk96336494]

[bookmark: _Hlk118211601][bookmark: _Hlk118218530]11	Information notice
[bookmark: _Hlk117170106][bookmark: _Hlk118216783]Under the Privacy Act 1988 (the Privacy Act), ’personal information’ means information or an opinion about an identified individual, or an individual who is reasonably identifiable. ‘Sensitive information’ is a subset of personal information and includes any information or opinion about an individual's racial or ethnic origin, political opinion or association, religious beliefs or affiliations, philosophical beliefs, sexual preferences or practices, trade or professional associations and memberships, union membership, criminal record, health or genetic information and biometric information or templates. This application form requests you provide personal information and may also request sensitive personal health information. 
By completing and submitting this application, you consent to the department collecting, using, and disclosing all information, including all personal information and sensitive information, in this permit application form and any attachments to the form (your application) for the purposes set out below and in accordance with the terms of this notice or as agreed in writing with the department. To the extent that this notice relates to personal information, it constitutes a notice for the purposes of the Australian Privacy Principle 5.
The department collects and will use and disclose the information, including personal information, in your application for the purpose of administering the Sea Dumping Act its associated regulations and other related purposes. 
If you fail to provide some or all of the information, including personal information, requested in the permit application form, the department will be unable to process your application. The department may use and disclose the information in your application, including personal information, to the minister or delegate and other Australian government agencies, persons, or organisations where necessary for the above purposes, provided the disclosure is consistent with relevant laws, in particular, the Privacy Act. 
Your application, including personal information, may be published in a notice in the Gazette as required by section 25 of the Sea Dumping Act, and on the department’s website. As such, your application may be viewed by anyone, including those overseas. The department has not taken steps to ensure that those who view the published material do not breach the Australian Privacy Principles. This means that:
· [bookmark: _Hlk118211633]overseas viewers may not be accountable under the Privacy Act 
· you may not be able to seek redress under the Privacy Act
· you may not be able to seek redress in the overseas jurisdiction
· overseas viewers may not be subject to any privacy obligations or to any principles similar to the Australian Privacy Principles.
Your application may also be disclosed to the following organisations, entities, or individuals: 
· Individuals who make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 
· The Australian National Audit office and other privately appointed auditors 
· Other law enforcement bodies 
· The department’s legal advisors. 
By completing and submitting this form, you:
· consent to the department’s use and publication of all information in your application for the purposes set out above

· grant the department a perpetual, irrevocable, world-wide, royalty free, non-exclusive licence (including a right of sublicence) to use, reproduce, adapt, modify, publish, and communicate your application for the purposes set out above
· warrant that the department’s use of your application in accordance with the above licence will not infringe the intellectual property rights of any other person and that you have the necessary rights to provide the above licence
· indemnify the department against any loss or liability from any claim arising out of or in connection with the department’s use and publication of your application in accordance with the above licence
subject to any agreement with the department in writing as to its use and publication of your application. 
Please contact the department if you wish to discuss the terms of the department’s use and publication of your application. In particular, if you wish to request that the department does not publish specified information in your application. If you seek that information in your application should be kept confidential, you must clearly identify this information and the reason for seeking its confidentiality at the time of making your application. You must demonstrate that:
· the information is not in the public domain, readily discoverable or required to be disclosed under any other state or Commonwealth law, and is secret or known to a limited group 
· the reasons for keeping the information confidential. For example, for commercial-in-confidence information, that the release of the information would cause competitive detriment to the owner of the information. 
Please list any information in your application that you seek to be kept confidential and the reasons for seeking its confidentiality in the table below. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk118206833]Item number
	Location of information in the application 
	Description of confidential information
	Reason for seeking confidentiality  

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Insert further rows to the table as required. 
The department will not use or disclose your personal information for any other purpose without your consent, unless it is required or authorised by law, or relates to our enforcement activities. The department will use and store personal information in your application in accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles. 
See the department’s Privacy Policy to learn more about accessing or correcting personal information or making a complaint at https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/commitment/privacy. Alternatively, email the department at privacy@dcceew.gov.au.
I have read, understood, and agree with the terms of this information notice, including to the extent that it relates to the department’s collection, use and disclosure of personal information under the Privacy Act: ☐

12	Declaration
I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the information I have given on, or attached to, this form is complete, current, and correct. I understand that giving false or misleading information is a serious offence.
Signed:


Name:

Date:
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